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Comprehensive Synthesis of Forest Pest Issue: 
Links Science and Policy 

Interdisciplinary team of ecologists, entomologists, economists  and policy experts 



 

Invasive insects are ravaging U.S. forests, and itôs 

costing us billions 

INVASIVE PESTS ARE EATING TREES LIKE THEY'RE POTATO CHIPS 

Damage from invasive forest pests 
costs billions a year, study finds 

The Boston Globe 

Imported Forest Pests Cause $2 Billion in Damage Annually 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/


A Forest Pest and Pathogen Initiative 
Science Applied to Policy 

www.caryinstitute.org/tree-smart-trade 

Å Policy brief and policy recommendations 

ÅEngagement with federal agencies and Congress to 
provide information on the problem and potential policy 
solutions 
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Å Imported forest pests are the most urgent and under-appreciated 

forest health threat in the U.S. 

ÅThis is a growing problem that affects forests and communities in 
all 50 states 

ÅEconomic impacts are substantial and fall mostly on homeowners 
and municipalities 

ÅEcological impacts are severe, very long-term, and may be 
surprising 

ÅCurrent policies are not providing adequate protection in the face 
of burgeoning global trade 

ÅThere are many possible policy options for reducing importation 
and establishment of new pests 



The Problem: 
Continued invasion by forest pests 
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From Lovett et al. Ecological Applications 2016; data from Aukema et al. Bioscience 2010 



Where are they coming from? 
An unintentional by-product of global trade 


