
Peekamoose	Valley	Riparian	
Corridor:

Public	Safety,	Water	Quality,	and	
Natural	Resource	Protection
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IMPACTS















Management	Actions
2015

• Resurfaced/defined	4	closest	
parking	areas	~	33	spaces

• 2	electronic	highway	billboards	
installed

• 20	barrel	barricades	placed	in	illegal	
parking	areas

• Assigned	back	country	stewards	to	
work	weekends	at	Blue	Hole

• Weekly	garbage	sweeps	by	
Department	staff	and	volunteers

• Installed	port-a-john	and	refuse	
container

• Law	enforcement	assigned	to	area

2016
• Installed	kiosks	at	
Peekamoose/Table	trailhead	and	
Blue	Hole	access	trail

• Installed	2	port-a-johns	and	bear	
proof	refuse	container

• Installed	additional	“No	Parking”	
signs	at	areas	commonly	used	for	
illegal	parking

• Created/defined	Peekamoose	
Valley	Riparian	Corridor

• Enacted	Emergency	Regulations	for	
the	Corridor



Blue	Hole	Access	Trail	Information	Kiosk



Special	Regulations	(2017)
• Public	use	of	the	corridor	prohibited	from	½	hour	after	sunset	to	
½	hour	before	sunrise	

• The	use	of	any	type	of	fire	prohibited	including	the	use	of	
charcoal,	wood,	gas/propane	stoves	or	other	portable	stoves

• Glass	containers	prohibited
• Portable	generators	prohibited
• No	person	shall	play	a	musical	instrument	or	audio	device	unless	
the	noise	is	rendered	inaudible	to	the	public	by	personal	noise-
dampening	devices	such	as	headphones	or	ear	buds

• No	person	shall	deposit	any	type	of	waste	(human/garbage)	
within	the	corridor	except	at	receptacles	provided	by	the	
Department

• No	parking	within	the	corridor	except	at	designated	areas	



2017	Leave	No	Trace	Hot	Spot



2018:	Blue	Hole	Permit	Requirement

(i)	From	May	15th thru	October	15th of	each	year	on	
Saturdays,	Sundays	and	state	and	federal	holidays	
no	person	shall	enter	the	Peekamoose	Valley	

Riparian	Corridor	east	of	the	County	Route	42	bridge	
crossing	the	Rondout	Creek,	an	area	that	includes	
that	portion	of	the	Rondout	Creek	known	as	the	

Blue	Hole,	except	under	permit	from	the	
Department.	





• Permits	are	free	of	charge	
• Must	be	acquired	at	least	24	hours	in	advance,	but	no	
more	than	a	week	in	advance.	

• Only	advance	registrations	will	be	accepted.	No	walk-in	
registrations	are	available.	

• Each	permit	will	be	limited	to	6	individuals.	Visitors	must	
have	a	permit	with	them	at	all	times.

• A	total	of	40	permits	will	be	allotted	per	day	(maximum	
of	240	individuals).

• Permits	can	be	acquired	from	Reserve	America	at:	
https://newyorkstateparks.reserveamerica.com/

How	to	get	a	Blue	Hole	Permit



2018	Peekamoose	Blue	Hole	Stewards

• Funded	by	the	Rondout	Neversink
Stream	Program.	Rondout	Neversink
Stream	Program	is	a	project	of	
Sullivan	County	Soil	&	Water	
Conservation	District	in	partnership	
with	the	Towns	of	Denning	and	
Neversink funded	by	NYC	
Department	of	Environmental	
Protection.

• New	York	State	Department	of	
Environmental	Conservation

• Catskill	Center



2018	Peekamoose	Blue	Hole	Stewards

• Two	stewards	working	full	time	
through	weekends	and	holidays	
during	the	months	of	May	- October

• Goal:	educate	visitors	about	Leave	
No	Trace,	primary	impacts,	special	
regulations,	and	alternative	
swimming	areas

• The	interpretive	link	between	the	
visitor	experience,	natural	
resources,	and	management	goals

Photo:	Brian	PJ	Cronin
https://highlandscurrent.org/2018/09/05/out-there-saving-blue-hole/





Enriching	a	Leave	No	Trace	Culture



Stewardship	Metrics

• Visitor	engagement	reach	of	over	15,000	people
• Over	180	bags	of	litter	collected	(~	2,700	lbs.)
• 18	fire	rings	deconstructed,	sites	rehabilitated
• 13	rock	dams	deconstructed
• 92	rock	stacks	removed
• 106	days	of	stewardship	at	the	Blue	Hole
• 48	questionable	weather	days



Blue	Hole	Visitation:	Demographics

22.5%

57.45%

11.87%

4.34%
3.84%

Blue	Hole	Demographics	via	Permits

Upstate	NY
NYC	Metro	Area
NJ
Other	States,	Canada
Local



Blue	Hole	Visitation:	Summer	Season	Total

Weekday	Totals

4,851

Weekends	&	
Holidays	Total

10,329

June	30th	- October	15th,	2018
Total	Visitation:	15,180



Blue	Hole	Visitation:	Permitted	vs.	On	Site

Permitted	Visitors	
On	Site

1657

June	30th – October	15th

Permitted	Visitors

3815



Blue	Hole	Visitation:	Allowed	vs.	Turned	Away

June	30th – October	15th

Permitted	Visitors	
On	Site

1657

People	Turned	Away

6127



Blue	Hole	Visitation:	Monthly	Totals
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What	Worked?

• Reduction	of	impacts	to	the	resource
• Visitor	experience	greatly	improved	on	weekends	and	holidays
• Trash	and	litter	reduction
• Herd	path/social	trail	reduction
• Reduction	in	human	waste	on	trail	sides
• Less	parking	infractions
• Less	need	for	forest	rangers	on	site	with	steward	presence



Looking	Ahead

• Evolution	of	the	permit	system
• Evolution	of	the	stewardship	program
• New	parking	area
• Trail	access
• Reducing	forest	ranger	presence
• New	educational	signage,	displays,	and	

culture	surrounding	the	riparian	area



Questions?



Presenters

Bill	Rudge	
Natural	Resources	Supervisor
NYS	DEC	Region	3	Office
21	South	Putt	Corners	Road
New	Paltz,	NY	12561
845.256.3092
bill.rudge@dec.ny.gov

Connect	with	us:
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
Twitter:	twitter.com/NYSDEC
Flickr:	www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec

Andy	Mossey
Stewardship	&	Advocacy	Coordinator
Catskill	Center
PO	Box	504
Arkville,	NY	12406
Phone	845-586-2611	x118
amossey@catskillcenter.org


